Source Analysis/Notetaking Template, 2010   


Student ________________________________
Your assignment:  For each source, complete the following. 
This source is a:    ___ Web Site
___ Article from a Database
___ Book 
___ Reference Book

Bibliographic Citation (see Documentation Section of the Online Research, Writing & Presentation Guide)
Author Qualifications – Credentials, real life experiences, education, job experience, etc.  Has author published other works?
	


Intended  Audience – Example: high school students, general public, experts in the field.
	


Purpose—Author’s reason for writing this: A message?  To educate?  Share research? Other? 
	


Author Bias—Biased or balanced content?  For example, if the topic is Wind Energy, does the source only discuss Wind Energy or are there comparisons to other energy alternatives?  Does the source address both pros and cons of wind energy?  Does the source address only the pro or only the con?
	


How does this information expand the research you have already gathered about your topic?  What are the main themes the author addresses?
	


Images, Charts, Graphs, etc. – Are there any that you would like to insert into your paper to support your writing?
	Page # ______  Description & explanation of how this image supports your writing.

Page # ______  Description & explanation of how this image supports your writing.




Bibliography – Book bibliography or chapter bibliographies?  Is the bibliog. prepared for you to further your research OR is this a bibliog. of sources the author used for research?  Look for hints:  “For Further Reading”

	


Information Source—How did author obtain the information for this source?  Content based on opinion, experience, studies, research, interviews, questionnaires, lab experiments?
	


Quotations of Significance – Record quotations that are essential to understanding your arguments. 
	Page # ______ Quotation:

Page # ______ Quotation:

Page # ______ Quotation:

Page # ______ Quotation:




Conclusion – What conclusions does the author draw?  Are they stated clearly or could you infer?  Are the conclusions justified from the research or experience?  Are conclusions biased?
	


