American History Research Paper Pathfinder, 2010
Student _________________________________  
As you use each source listed below, place a check mark next to it.
Nonfiction Books
__CEHS Card Catalog: Nonfiction and reference books.  Use general terms, i.e. Crime rather than Crime Statistics.  In a book about crime, look up “statistics” in the index.
__ URSUS: Borrow books from Maine’s university libraries.  

Search by subject. 

Since many books lack summaries, pay close attention to subject headings. 

Print citation for each book you’d like to borrow (maximum, 2); takes 3-5 days to receive book

Books must be returned by due date and in good condition. 
Magazine and Newspaper Articles
Try all databases; some may be more effective than others!

__ Lexis-Nexis
__ CQ Researcher
__ NewsBank
__ MARVEL (several databases available in MARVEL).  List the ones you used for research:


____________________________________   _________________________________


____________________________________   _________________________________


____________________________________   _________________________________
The Web
__ Wikipedia: good place to start.  Look for…

· topic overview

· terminology/keywords related to your topic; useful for database searches
· names of key people associated with your topic; also useful for database searches
· article’s bibliography & other hyperlinks that lead you to more information
Google:  Put quotation marks around search phrases, i.e. “Federal income tax alternatives”


Be selective and maintain high standards. 
Complete a Web Site Evaluation form for each Site used for research
Use web sites directing you to authoritative information: www.ipl.org (Internet Public Library)

Reference Books

Place a check mark next to all sources used.  Locate articles using the index.  When reading articles, look for…

· bibliographies; the library will send for articles & books
· important names and keywords; useful when searching print indexes, online databases and the Web
· data, charts, graphs that supplement/support your thoughts
General Information and History

__ Encyc. of American History

__ African-American Culture and History

__ History of the Mass Media in the U.S.

__ Encyc. of American Social History

__ Encyc. of American Political History

__ Encyc. of the American Constitution

__ Encyc. of Censorship

__ Encyc. of  Privacy

__ Encyc. of Civil Liberties in America

Statistics and Documents

__ Documents of American History

__ U.S. Laws, Acts, and Treaties

__ Major Acts of Congress

__ Statistical Handbook on Poverty

__ Statistical Abstract of the United States 2009

__ World Almanac and Book of Facts 2009

Specific Contemporary Issues Topics

__ History Behind the Headlines

__ Guns in American Society

__ American Economy

__ Immigration and Asylum

__ Global Warming in the 21st Century

__ Social Issues in America (good topic overviews)
__ Federal Agency Profiles

__ Global Perspectives of the U.S.

__ Encyc. of the Environment

__ Poverty in the United States

__ Globalization: Encyc. of Trade, Labor and Politics

__ Encyc. of Environmental Ethics and Philosophy

__ Prisons and Prison Systems: A Global Encyc.

__ Special Interest Group Profiles
